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Imminent VAT deadlines 
 

A number of VAT deadlines are fast approaching. 

30 September 

This is the deadline for EU businesses to submit a claim for foreign VAT 
incurred in 2010 in another EU Member State (in which they are not 
required to be VAT registered). The claim amount must exceed €400. 

It is also possible to submit claims during 2011 for VAT incurred in 2011 
thereby maximising cash flow.  

The procedure to seek recovery of foreign VAT was simplified last year 
and VAT is now claimed by filing an electronic request via the tax 
authorities in the Member State in which the applicant is established.  

Non-EU businesses continue to file hard copy applications directly to the 
tax authorities in the Member State in which the VAT was incurred. The 
deadline for recovering VAT incurred in 2010 was 30 June 2011. 
However, claimants are not obliged to wait until the end of the calendar 
year before making a claim; a claim can be submitted now for any three 
month period. 

Now is therefore a good time to review your foreign VAT expenditure 
during 2010 and 2011 and consider making claims. 

31 October 

This is the expiration date for many VAT 13B authorisations.  

Businesses that predominately supply goods to non-Irish customers are 
entitled to apply to the Revenue Commissioners for authorisation to 
receive (most) purchases at the zero-rate of VAT. This has significant cash 
flow advantages since otherwise the business would be in a constant VAT 
repayment position and awaiting VAT refunds from Revenue. 

Now is the time to check your VAT 13B authorisation and, if appropriate, 
apply for a renewal to ensure that it is obtained and a copy is with your 
suppliers before the expiration of your current authorisation. 
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About Ernst & Young 
Ernst & Young is a global leader in assurance, 
tax, transaction and advisory services. 
Worldwide, our 141,000 people are united by 
our shared values and an unwavering 
commitment to quality. We make a difference 
by helping our people, our clients and our 
wider communities achieve their potential. 
 
About Ernst & Young’s Tax Services 
Ernst & Young’s 170 tax professionals in 
Ireland provide you with deep technical 
knowledge, both global and local, combined 
with practical, commercial and industry 
experience. Our practice provides one of the 
most comprehensive networks in Ireland, 
comprising of some of the country’s most 
respected tax advisors. Our talented people, 
consistent methodologies and unwavering 
commitment to quality service help you to 
build the strong compliance and reporting 
foundations and sustainable tax strategies 
that help your business achieve its ambitions. 
Its how Ernst & Young makes a difference. 
 
For more information, please visit  
www.ey.com/ie 
 
Ernst & Young refers to the global organisation 
of member firms of Ernst & Young Global 
Limited, each of which is a separate legal 
entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK 
company limited by guarantee, does not 
provide services to clients. 
 
The Irish firm Ernst & Young is a Member 
Practice of Ernst & Young Global. It is 
authorised by the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in Ireland to carry on investment 
business in the Republic of Ireland. 
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material. 
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