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EU Council signs off
simplifications to the EU
Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism CBAM

On 29 September 2025, the Council of the European Union adopted a regulation to
simplify the EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism CBAM as part of the
“Omnibus I" package. The goal is to significantly reduce administrative and
compliance costs for businesses - especially SMEs - without compromising the EU’s
climate ambitions. Approximately 99% of emissions covered by CBAM remain within
scope.

At the heart of the reform is the introduction of a new “de minimis” threshold:
Imports of up to 50 tonnes per year and per importer will be exempt from CBAM
requirements. This measure is expected to relieve around 90% of current CBAM
declarants, primarily small businesses and individuals.

Additional simplifications include:

CBAM registration and authorisation,
data collection and emissions calculation,
verification rules, and

financial liability of CBAM declarants.

A transitional provision will also apply from the beginning of 2026: Imports of
CBAM goods may be permitted under certain conditions even without completed
registration.

The changes will enter into force three days after publication in the EU Official
Journal. The definitive CBAM phase will begin as scheduled on 1 January 2026.
Businesses are advised to familiarise themselves with the new requirements and
adjust their import processes accordingly.
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General Social
Security Act

Expected social security values
for 2026

The maximum monthly contribution base for 2026 is expected to be

EUR 6,930.00 (2025: 6,450.00). The maximum annual contribution base for
special payments is EUR 13,860.00 (2025: 12,900.00). The maximum monthly
contribution base for freelancers without special payments is EUR 8,085.00
(2025: 7,525.00). The monthly marginal income limit remains unchanged at
EUR 551.10 due to a provision in the Budget Accompanying Act 2025
(Budgetbegleitgesetz 2025).

As of 1 January 2017, the daily marginal income threshold was abolished.
Therefore, only the monthly marginal income threshold is relevant for
determining whether an employment relationship is marginal.

Further information on the expected social security values for 2026 can be
found in the publication of the Austrian Health Insurance Fund (Osterreichische
Gesundheitskasse; German version only).
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https://www.gesundheitskasse.at/cdscontent/?contentid=10007.907157&portal=oegkdgportal
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EY | Building a better working world

EY is building a better working world by
creating new value for clients, people,
society and the planet, while building
trust in capital markets.

Enabled by data, Al and advanced
technology, we help clients shape the
future with confidence and develop
answers for the most pressing issues of
today and tomorrow.

Our EY teams work across a full spectrum
of services in assurance, consulting, tax,
strategy and transactions. Fueled by
sector insights, a globally connected,
multi-disciplinary network and diverse
ecosystem partners, we can provide
services in more than 150 countries and
territories.

The international network of EY Law,
represented in Austria by Pelzmann Gall
Grop Rechtsanwalte GmbH, offers
comprehensive legal advice that
complements the integrated service
portfolio of EY.

All'in to shape the future with confidence.
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