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Pillar 2 update: GloBE
Information Return (GIR),
GIR Notifications and MoF
list of jurisdictions with
qualified status for Pillar 2
tax rules

The global minimum taxation regime (“Pillar 2") ensures that multinational
enterprises are subject to an effective minimum tax of 15%. The rules apply to
multinational groups with consolidated annual revenues of at least EUR 750 million.

On 20 February 2026, the Austrian Ministry of Finance (MoF) published an updated
list (German version only) of tax jurisdictions recognized as having a Qualified
Domestic Minimum Top Up Tax (QDMTT; Primdr-Ergdnzungssteuer) and a Qualified
Income Inclusion Rule (IIR; natinale Erganzungssteuer).

This list is based on the “Central Record” published by the OECD.

It confirms that Austria has implemented both a QDMTT and IIR rule, and meets
the requirements for the QDMTT Safe Harbour.

The non-listing of a jurisdiction on the Central Record should not be construed
as evidence that it has not implemented a QDMTT or an IIR. Rather, it may
simply indicate that the jurisdiction’s transitional qualification procedure has not
yet been finalized.

On 4 March 2026, the MoF published XML filing specifications (German version
only) for submitting the GloBE Information Return (GIR), which must be filed by
multinational groups with a calendar-year reporting period by 30 June 2026.

The data points required correspond to the data points set by the OECD and the
DAC 9 Directive.

Austria additionally requires the mandatory disclosure of the tax identification
numbers of both the Austrian filing entity and its tax representative.
Preparations for XML submissions by affected taxpayers are already underway,
and test transmissions via the data-stream procedure are now possible.
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https://findok.bmf.gv.at/findok/resources/pdf/479b9ab5-54f2-4430-b8b0-55fafb614de9/84163.1.1.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/sub-issues/global-minimum-tax/central-record-of-legislation-with-transitional-qualified-status.html
https://www.bmf.gv.at/services/finanzonline/informationen-fuer-softwarehersteller/softwarehersteller-erklarungen-und-antraege.html

Intrastat

Pillar 2 update: GloBE Information Return (GIR), GIR
Notifications and MoF list of jurisdictions with
qgualified status for Pillar 2 tax rules

On the same day, 4 March 2026, the MoF also released a new FinanzOnline form
titled “Notification regarding the filing of the GloBE Information Return pursuant
to Sec 69/3 and Sec 70/2 Minimum Taxation Act (Mindestbesteuerungsgesetz,
MinBestG)" (Mitteilung Gber die Einreichung des Mindeststeuerberichts gemap

§ 69 Abs. 3 bzw. § 70 Abs. 2 MinBestG).

This form serves both (i) the designation of a single local filing entity
(centralized filing option under Sec 69/3 MinBestG - “Notification 1), and ii)
the identification of a foreign entity responsible for filing the GIR (GIR
notification under Sec 70/2 MinBestG - “Notification 2").

Contrary to what had initially been envisaged in the MinBestG Implementing
Regqulation (MinBestG-Durchflihrungsverordnung), both notifications can now
be submitted within a single combined form.

The filing deadline for both Notification 1 and Notification 2 is 30 June 2026,
for multinational groups with a calendar-year fiscal year, thus aligning with the
GIR filing deadline.

Both notifications apply from the period indicated in the form and remain valid
for subsequent fiscal years unless an amended notification or a null
notification is filed (e.q., if the designated local entity leaves the group).

Practical implications: The first Pillar 2 compliance obligation in Austria for
affected multinational groups consists of filing the GIR or submitting the
corresponding notification identifying the foreign GIR filing entity. The deadline
for both is 30 June 2026 (assuming a calendar-year reporting period). The
Austrian MoF has made the necessary forms available.

The deadline for filing the Pillar 2 tax return (QDMTT return) generally runs until
31 December 2026. The scope and detailed content of the not yet published
Pillar 2 tax return form remain to be seen.

Your EY tax specialists are happy to support you with all Pillar 2 compliance
obligations. Do not hesitate to reach out to our specialists.

New Intrastat reporting thresholds
from the 2026 reporting year

With the amendment to the Trade Statistics Ordinance (Anderung der
Handelsstatistikverordnung; Federal Law Gazette Il No. 16/2026, German
version only), which entered into force on 23 January 2026, the reporting
thresholds for Intrastat declarations increased. Starting with the 2026 reporting
year, new thresholds apply for the statistical recording of the movement of goods
within the European Union. The reporting threshold for intra-EU imports will be
EUR 5,000,000 per year from 2026, instead of the previous EUR 1,100,000. For
intra-EU exports, the threshold increases from EUR 1,100,000 to

EUR 1,200,000 per year.

Businesses that do not meet either the new import or export threshold in 2025
will no longer be required to submit Intrastat reports from 2026 onward. If one of
the new thresholds is reached or exceeded during the course of 2026, the
reporting obligation begins with the respective reporting month. The obligation
applies only to the direction of trade in which the threshold was exceeded.
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https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2026_II_16/BGBLA_2026_II_16.pdf

Value Added Tax

Value Added Tax

Non-taxable subsidies granted by the
Austrian Public Employment Service
are not relevant for the assessment of
VAT exempt educational services

According to current information from the MoF (German version only),
activities financed by the Austrian Public Employment Service's (AMS)
subsidies in accordance with Sec 34/8 Austrian Labour Market Service Act
(Arbeitsmarktservicegesetz) are not considered transactions subject to VAT,
as these subsidies do not constitute taxable remuneration.

The VAT exemption for educational services pursuant to Sec 6/1/11/a
Austrian VAT Act (Umsatzsteuergesetz) and the Value Added Tax Regulation
on education services (Umsatzsteuer-Bildungsleistungsverordnung, UStBLV)
applies exclusively to supplies of services which are in the scope of VAT and
has no effect on activities financed by such AMS subsidies. Nor are these
activities relevant for determining whether predominantly educational
services are provided to entrepreneurs (Sec 2 second sentence, UStBLV).

Furthermore, with reference to current CJEU case law (Judgment of

30 March 2023, C612/21, Gmina 0), the MoF takes the view that activities
financed by such non-taxable subsidies do not constitute economic activities
and therefore do not give rise to an entitlement to input VAT deduction.
Against this background, the previous decree of the MoF of

6 September 1995 (GZ B 3601/1/2 1V/9/95), which stated otherwise, will
be revoked with effect from the assessment year 2027.

European General Court: Taxation of
intra Community acquisition despite
incorrectly charged VAT complies with
EU law

In case T 638/24 (Finanzamt Osterreich), the European General Court (EGC)
addressed a request for a preliminary ruling from the Austrian Supreme
Administrative Court and clarified in its judgment of 25 February 2026 that
taxation of intra Community acquisition based on the use of a VAT ID
number may coexist with VAT liability arising from the incorrect invoicing of
an exempt intra Community supply.

The case concerned, the Austrian company D GmbH acquired goods from a
supplier established in Austria during the years 2011-2015 (i.e. before the
Quick Fixes). The goods were transported to another EU Member State. D
GmbH used its Austrian VAT ID number and deducted the VAT shown on the
invoice, even though an exempt intra Community supply had actually taken
place. Moreover, D GmbH did not declare a deemed intra Community
acquisition (i.e. double acquisition) in Austria based on the use of its VAT ID
number. The tax office assessed acquisition tax on this double acquisition
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https://www.bmf.gv.at/rechtsnews/steuern-rechtsnews/aktuelle-infos-und-erlaesse/Fachinformationen---Umsatzsteuer/AMS-Bildungsleistungen.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:62024TJ0638

Value Added Tax

European General Court: Taxation of intra
Community acquisition despite incorrectly charged
VAT complies with EU law

pursuant to Art 3/8, second sentence Austrian VAT Act
(Umsatzsteuergesetz, UStG) (corresponding to Art 41 VAT Directive).
Further, the tax office denied both the input VAT deduction deriving from the
deemed intra-Community acquisition and the input VAT deduction based on
the invoice, on the grounds that the VAT shown on the invoice was payable
under Sec 11/12 UStG (corresponding to Art 203 VAT Directive).

The Austrian Supreme Administrative Court sought clarification as to
whether acquisition taxation based on the VAT ID number (Art 41 VAT
Directive) and VAT liability arising from the incorrect invoicing of an exempt
intra Community supply (Art 203 VAT Directive) can co-exist without
infringing the principles of VAT neutrality and proportionality. The court also
asked whether, and if so when, acquisition taxation based on the VAT ID
number must be carried out after a correction of the invoice has taken place.

The EGC clarified that Art 41 ensures the taxation of the intra Community
acquisition in the Member State of registration, unless the purchaser proves
that the acquisition was taxed in the Member State of arrival. Art 203 aims
to prevent the risk of loss of tax revenue resulting from incorrectly invoiced
VAT amounts and potential input VAT deduction. Since each provision
pursues its own distinct purpose, the two provisions may be applied
simultaneously, provided their respective requirements are fulfilled.

Although the CJEU ruled in its judgment of 7 July 2022 in Case C 696/20 B.
v. Dyrektor Izby Skarbowej w W. that the principles of neutrality and
proportionality preclude a deemed intra Community acquisition based on a
VAT ID number where the corresponding intra Community supply has been
treated by the national tax administration as a taxable transaction, the EGC
underlined that the present case concerns a different situation: the tax
administration classified the intra Community supply as exempt, but the
supplier incorrectly charged VAT. The VAT liability arising under Art 203
VAT Directive therefore results solely from the incorrect VAT shown on the
invoice and can be corrected (i.e. it is not final). As such, no double taxation
contrary to EU law arises. The EGC emphasized that the principles of
neutrality and proportionality are not infringed due to the possibility of
correcting invoices without time limitation. Consequently, the second
qguestion referred to for a preliminary ruling no longer required an answer.

Austrian Supreme Administrative Court
ruling on energy tax refunds for
multiple commercial operations of an
organizational unit of a public body

The ruling of the Austrian Supreme Administrative Court
(Verwaltungsgerichtshof, VwGH) of 18 December 2025 (Ra 2024/15/0051,
German version only) concerned applications for energy tax refunds by a
public body for its commercial operations (Betrieb gewerblicher Art, BgA),
such as hospitals, baths and kindergartens. The public body submitted four
applications for energy tax refunds in accordance with its higher level
organizational units. The tax authority did not take into account the relevant
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:62020CJ0696&from=NL
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:62020CJ0696&from=NL
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Vwgh/JWT_2024150051_20251218L00/JWT_2024150051_20251218L00.pdf

Austrian Supreme Administrative Court ruling on
energy tax refunds for multiple commercial
operations of an organizational unit of a public body

deductible per higher level organizational unit, but per location, i.e. the tax
authority assumed a separate commercial operation (BgA) for each location.

In its ruling, the VwGH clarified that the public body is always the sole entity
entitled to reimbursement. However, the reimbursement “for all operations”
provided for in the Energy Tax Refund Act (Energieabgabenvergitungs-
gesetz) means that an operation related approach is required when
assessing and calculating the refund claim and that a separate refund
application must be submitted for each operation.

The decisive factor in each specific case is therefore whether the higher level
organizational units of the public body form a single commercial operation
or whether an organizational unit is to be divided into several commercial
operations. In the latter case, the refund application for each organizational
unit would be considered a collective application by the public body entitled
to compensation, and the energy tax refund would be assessed for each
commercial operation.

According to the VWGH, combining several units into one commercial
operation is only permissible if there is a close economic, organizational or
technical interdependence, so that several units are considered part of one
operation according to common understanding and operating conditions. A
relationship of economic superiority or subordination can be a characteristic
of a uniform operation.

The VWGH concludes that the Federal Fiscal Court (Bundesfinanzgericht,
BFG) did not sufficiently examine the number of commercial operations. The
BFG should have determined whether the organizational units named by the
public body each constitute separate commercial operations or whether
there are several independent units. Due to this lack of investigation, the
VwGH overturns the BFG's ruling within the scope of the appeal on the
grounds of substantive illegality and refers the matter back for a new
decision.
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