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Executive summary 
The Ministry of Justice has recently advised of significant 
changes to visa approval processing. As part of the 
changes, the Republic of Korea immigration system will 
no longer require affixation of visa stamps to a page in 
an applicant’s passport, with the aim being to have all 
embassies abroad not issue visa labels upon visitation in 
the future. All foreigners entering the Republic of Korea 
will be required to present the Confirmation of Visa 
Issuance to Korean Immigration authorities in the process 
of immigration inspection, instead of obtaining a visa 
stamp in the passport which was previously required. 
 
Key updates 
The Ministry of Justice plans to expand the new visa 
approval processing program to all embassies by July 
2020, with the following Korean embassies commencing 
the new policy effective immediately as of February. 
These include the following: 

 
‣ Effective from 24 February 2020: Belgium, France, 

Germany, Netherlands, UK, US  
 

‣ Effective from 25 February 2020: Japan 
 
Under the new program, the embassy will be required to 
upload ‘Confirmation of Visa issuance’ from the official 
website (www.visa.go.kr) instead of undertaking a visa 
stamping. 

 
Whilst this is the case, attendance to the embassy or 
consulate for assignee or 3rd party that is submitting the 
application will still be required. 
 
 
 

No more visa stamp, on-line confirmation is now a new way of approval 

Next steps 
We recommend that companies intending to apply for 
Korean visas seek the services of immigration specialists 
to provide the instruction prior to submitting the 
application to embassy or consulate.  
 
Assistance from EY Korea 
With regard to the new policy, EY Korea can assist 
assignees with obtaining the Confirmation of Visa 
Issuance as part of the scope of our visa application 
service.  
 
If you would like further information, please contact 
your local EY representative or one of the contacts 
listed below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.visa.go.kr/
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EY  |  Assurance | Tax | Transactions | Advisory 

About EY 
EY is a global leader in assurance, tax, 
transaction and advisory services. The insights 
and quality services we deliver help build trust 
and confidence in the capital markets and in 
economies the world over. We develop 
outstanding leaders who team to deliver on our 
promises to all of our stakeholders. In so doing, 
we play a critical role in building a better 
working world for our people, for our clients and 
for our communities. 

EY refers to the global organization, and may 
refer to one or more, of the member firms of 
Ernst & Young Global Limited, each of which is a 
separate legal entity. Ernst & Young Global 
Limited, a UK company limited by guarantee, 
does not provide services to clients. For more 
information about our organization, please visit 
ey.com. 

Ernst & Young LLP is a client-serving member 
firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited operating 
in the US. 
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All Rights Reserved.  
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This material has been prepared for general 
informational purposes only and is not intended 
to be relied upon as accounting, tax, or other 
professional advice. Please refer to your 
advisors for specific advice. 
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Contact Name    Danielle Yun Suh | Partner 
Tel: +82 2 3770 0902 
Email: danielle.suh@kr.ey.com 
 
Contact Name    Seong-Ae Jeon | Manager 
Tel: +82 2 3787 4216 
Email: seong-ae.jeon@kr.ey.com 
 


