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The theme for EY Entrepreneur Of The Year™ 
2026 is “The Entrepreneurs.” This concept shines 
a light on Ireland’s dynamic entrepreneurial 
community, using a spectrum of lights to 
symbolise the individuality and brilliance 
of each entrepreneur.

Every light represents a unique vision, a bold idea, and the 
unwavering determination that drives progress. Together, 
these lights form a powerful collective, illuminating the future 
of business and innovation in Ireland. It is a celebration 
of resilience, creativity, and the transformative impact 
entrepreneurs have on our society and economy.
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Being part of the EOY 
programme has been 
absolutely wonderful. 
The energy, talent 

and experiences that that the 
alumni share so willingly is 
something really special. 
Edward McCloskey
WaterWipes, 2025 
International Category & Overall 
EY Entrepreneur Of The Year™ award winner

Introduction 6Nomination 
Process

EOY 
Programme

EY World Entrepreneur 
Of The Year™ EY Private Our Team Our Sponsors











Categories
The categories in our EY Entrepreneur Of The Year™ 
programme apply to a wide range of businesses across 
all sectors on the island of Ireland. 

These range from fast growth entrepreneurial businesses, established 
international groups to longstanding family enterprises. This wide range of 
business leaders and entrepreneurs is the backbone of our alumni community 
and what makes it such a valuable and unique network.

A winner will be selected from each of the Emerging, Established & International 
Categories, and of these three winners, our overall winner will be selected.
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