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Digital - Relevant trends

= Sovereign cloud and digital resilience become strateqic

= Dutch organizations are shifting from “cloud-first” to “control-first” strategies, combining public and sovereign
clouds with local data centers to keep critical data secure and compliant with European standards

= National digital strategy focuses on collaboration and skills

= The Dutch government's renewed digitalization strateqy prioritizes collaboration across public sectors, responsible
data sharing, and closing the digital skills gap to strengthen the economy and society

= EU launches €200 billion InvestAl initiative

= The European Commission will invest €200 billion in Al development, including €20 billion for four new Al
"gigafactories” equipped with 100,000 advanced chips each. These facilities will be accessible to both large and
small companies, aiming to boost Europe’s competitiveness, foster collaboration, and drive economic growth through
responsible Al adoption
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https://www.ictmagazine.nl/experts/2026-wordt-het-jaar-van-digitale-controle-soevereine-cloud-en-ai-dreiging-dwingen-tot-herstelzekerheid/
https://www.ictmagazine.nl/experts/2026-wordt-het-jaar-van-digitale-controle-soevereine-cloud-en-ai-dreiging-dwingen-tot-herstelzekerheid/
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/actueel/nieuws/2025/07/04/nederland-versnelt-met-vernieuwde-digitaliseringsstrategie
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/actueel/nieuws/2025/07/04/nederland-versnelt-met-vernieuwde-digitaliseringsstrategie
https://tweakers.net/nieuws/231744/europese-commissie-gaat-200-miljard-euro-investeren-in-ai-ontwikkeling.html
https://tweakers.net/nieuws/231744/europese-commissie-gaat-200-miljard-euro-investeren-in-ai-ontwikkeling.html
https://tweakers.net/nieuws/231744/europese-commissie-gaat-200-miljard-euro-investeren-in-ai-ontwikkeling.html
https://tweakers.net/nieuws/231744/europese-commissie-gaat-200-miljard-euro-investeren-in-ai-ontwikkeling.html

Funding roadmap 2026 - Opportunity selection

Q4

Q1'26 Q2 Q3

‘ Apr | May - Jun Jul | Aug | Sep ‘ Oct | Nov | Dec

Jan i Feb i Mar

Digital Europe

EIC Accelerator

Horizon Europe (Digital) Horizon Europe (Digital)

CEF Digital

CELTIC-NEXT

ITEA4

Chips JU

WBSO / EIA / MIA

Eurostars

MIT R&D (Al Call)

EY



Relevant grants and incentives in 2026

Programs - Digital* Description SME only? Estimated Funding rate Deadline
grant range

MIT R&D: Al Call A Dutch Call for collaborative R&D projects that contribute to the development of the digital technology Al Yes Max. €1.5m 35% 26 May 2026

CEF-Digital European program supporting projects in secure, high-capacity connectivity infrastructures like Gigabit and N ~€5m 30%-70% 30 June 2026
5G networks to strengthen Europe’s digital backbone and enable cross-border services 2

IPCEI AST European program aimed at advancing disruptive semiconductor technologies (e.g., Al chips, photonic \[o} Max. €50m Max. 100% 2 July 2026
circuits, advanced packaging) to strengthen Europe’'s strategic position and innovation capacity in the chip
industry

EIC Accelerator (incl. European program providing funding and equity support for high-risk, high-impact innovations developed v €2.5m + equity Max. 70% 8 Jul, 2 Sep, 4

challenges) by start-ups and SMEs to scale breakthrough technologies = No 2026

Eurostars (Eureka) A Europoean funding instrument that supports innovative SMEs and project partners (large companies, Yes €300k - €2m 40% - 60% 10 September
universities, research organisations and other types of organisations) by funding international 2026
collaborative R&D and innovation projects.

Digital Europe European program that funds projects to boost Europe’s digital capacity in areas like Al, cybersecurity, No €1m-€20m 50%-100% 1 October 2026
supercomputing, advanced skills, and semiconductor development

IPCEI CIS European initiative to develop the first interoperable, open cloud and edge computing ecosystem, enabling No ~€25m Max. 100% TBA
secure, energy-efficient, and federated data processing across the EU

WBSO Dutch fiscal scheme offering tax benefits for companies conducting R&D activities in innovative No Project specific Max. 50% of Year-round
technologies and processes eligible costs

EIA/MIA/Vamil Dutch fiscal advantage opportunities for investments in innovative decarbonizing techniques and No 10%-12% net Max. 45% Year-round
environment friendly techniques benefit eligible costs

Horizon Europe European program supporting innovative digital projects in the areas of advanced computing, Al, robotics, N €1lm-€20m Max. 70%-100% Call dependent
next-generation internet, Big Data, quantum technologies, and emerging enabling technologies °

Chips JU European program boosting semiconductor research, innovation and manufacturing to strengthen Yes €1lm-€10m Max. 30% Call dependent
Europe’s technological leadership and digital capacity

et
4 *Not all funding details for 2026 are officially announced yet, thus expected values based on historical data may be presented.
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Past grants

The deadlines of the grants listed below have passed but are likely to come back in 2027.

Programs - Digital* Description SME only? Estimated Funding rate
grant range
CELTIC-NEXT (Eureka) European program driving collaborative R&D in advanced ICT, accelerating 5G adoption and preparing for 6G to \[e} €1m-€10m Max. 50%
boost digital sovereignty and competitiveness
Xecs (Eureka) European program funding collaborative R&D projects in electronic components and systems to drive sustainable No Max. €4m Max. 50%
digital transformation and strengthen industrial innovation
ITEA (Eureka) European program supporting collaborative R&D in software and systems innovation to drive digital transformation No Max. €4m Max. 50%

across domains like smart mobility, health, cities, and industry
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Credential highlight: IPCEI

EY Grants & Incentives assisted a cloud services provider with a successful IPCEI application under the Cloud Infrastructure and Services theme.

Project details How EY provided support

A sovereign European cloud is focused on keeping data within Europe and attracting highly educated = The EY and client teams worked collaboratively

workers from the European Union to design and manage applications in virtual environments, which under time pressure to deliver a successful

comply with European laws and regulations. However, at the time there were no fully European proposal

solutions available which offered: Scalability, energy efficiency, vertical integration, and efficient multi- = Negotiations with the Ministry of Economic

tenancy at a (very) large scale. Affairs and Climate Policy and the European

= First EU-wide and interoperable multi-provider cloud-to-edge continuum Commission

= Which concerns the development of technologies and infrastructure that go beyond what the = Continuous support in grant and project delivery
market currently offers, and that enable significant improvements in terms of performance, safety, = Drafting progress reports for the Dutch
environmental impact, and cost efficiency government and European Commission

e

Q Outcome and benefit to client

The project was awarded a grant of ~€27m by
the European Commission.




EY Grants & Incentives - app
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Opportunity and risk assessment End-to-end support Governance
Our international team of grants & incentives Our experienced team is well-versed all things grants and As one of the world’s largest business advisors we
experts can aid you in mapping the right incentives incentives. Deep technical and subject matter expertise know how organizations work. Our in-house
for your operations. The ensuing long- and helps to draft compelling, strong funding applications, experience and track-record with servicing the
shortlists focus on timing, feasibility and value and whereas our knowledge of funding rules and regulations largest firms in G&I applications helps us to define
help to devise an appropriate funding strategy. helps to optimize compliance processes. efficient, effective processes that ensure 1. timely
Additionally, compliance experts from our Subsidy identification of benefits, 2. efficient application
Audit Services can identify potential compliance Our Grants & Incentives services can consist of 1. forbenefits and 3. effective retention of benefits.
breaches early - contributing towards prevention aligning with your needs, 2. mapping opportunities, 3. SRR S/ 1CiGal governancaipotessestbe it

of potential clawbacks. deciding and prioritizing, 4. applying and submitting, Lecalliegiongiiuiggic

and 5. ensuring compliance and follow-up.
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EY | Building a better working world

EY is building a better working world by creating
new value for clients, people, society and the
planet, while building trust in capital markets.

Enabled by data, Al and advanced technology,
EY teams help clients shape the future with
confidence and develop answers for the most
pressing issues of today and tomorrow.

EY teams work across a full spectrum of
services in assurance, consulting, tax, strategy
and transactions. Fueled by sector insights,

a globally connected, multi-disciplinary network
and diverse ecosystem partners, EY teams can
provide services in more than 150 countries
and territories.

All in to shape the future with confidence.

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer to one or more, of
the member firms of Ernst & Young Global Limited, each of whichis a
separate legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK company
limited by guarantee, does not provide services to clients. Information
about how EY collects and uses personal data and a description of the
rights individuals have under data protection legislation are available
via ey.com/privacy. EY member firms do not practice law where
prohibited by local laws. For more information about our organization,
please visit ey.com.

© 2026 EY Belastingadviseurs B.V.
All Rights Reserved.

ED None
Non-binding

This material has been prepared for general informational purposes only and is
not intended to be relied upon as accounting, tax, legal or other professional
advice. Please refer to your advisors for specific advice.
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