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Vietnam issues decree guiding the 
implementation of the Apostille Convention 

On 23 July 2026, the Government of Vietnam issued Decree No. 293/2026/ND-CP¹ 
(Decree 293), providing guidance on the implementation of the Hague Convention 
abolishing the requirement of legalisation for foreign public documents (Apostille 
Convention). The Decree establishes the legal framework for implementing the Apostille 
mechanism in Vietnam, thereby helping to simplify administrative procedures for 
documents involving foreign elements. 
 

Key developments 

 

From 11 September 2026, Vietnamese public documents intended for use in countries where the 
Apostille Convention applies in relation to Vietnam will be issued with an Apostille certificate 
instead of undergoing consular certification. Conversely, public documents issued by member 
countries and bearing a valid Apostille certificate may be used in Vietnam without any additional 
consular legalization procedures. 
 

Documents that were validly consularly certified or legalized before the effective date of the 
Decree will remain valid for use in Vietnam and will not be required to undergo the Apostille 
process again. 
 

The Apostille certificate mechanism applies to various types of Vietnamese public documents, 
including court and procedural documents, civil status documents, criminal record certificates, 
diplomas and certificates, medical documents, administrative documents, notarized documents, 
and certified documents, as specified under the Decree. 
 

For countries that are not parties to the Hague Convention or where Apostille Convention  does 
not yet apply in relation to Vietnam, consular certification and legalization procedures will 
continue to be carried out in accordance with the prevailing regulations. 
 

 

https://www.ey.com/vi_vn/tax/tax-and-law-updates
https://www.ey.com/en_vn/technical/tax/tax-and-law-updates
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Applications for an Apostille certificate may be submitted in person through the single-window 
unit, by post, or online. The standard processing time ranges from one to four working days and 
may be extended to up to ten working days where verification is required or a large number of 
documents is submitted. 
 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is the competent authority responsible for issuing Apostille 
certificates in Vietnam. It may delegate this authority to provincial-level people’s committees in 
accordance with the roadmap and conditions prescribed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

 
Impact on employment and immigration procedures for businesses and foreign employees 
 
The implementation of theApostille certificate mechanism is expected to simplify and shorten 
the document preparation process for work permit applications, work permit exemption 
procedures, visas, and temporary residence cards for foreign nationals from countries where the 
Hague Convention applies in relation to Vietnam. 
 
Please note, however, that documents may still be required to be translated into Vietnamese 
and the translations notarized or certified in Vietnam, depending on the type of document and 
the requirements of the competent authority receiving the application. 
 
Businesses should continue to monitor further guidance from the competent authorities, review 
their current document procedures, and update their internal processes to take advantage of 
the administrative benefits introduced by the Apostille certificate mechanism. 
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EY  |  Building a better working world  
 
EY is building a better working world by creating new value 
for clients, people, society and the planet, while building 
trust in capital markets. 
  
Enabled by data, AI and advanced technology, EY teams 
help clients shape the future with confidence and develop 
answers for the most pressing issues of today and 
tomorrow.  
 
EY teams work across a full spectrum of services in 
assurance, consulting, tax, strategy and transactions. 
Fueled by sector insights, a globally connected, multi-
disciplinary network and diverse ecosystem partners, EY 
teams can provide services in more than 150 countries and 
territories. 

 

All in to shape the future with confidence. 
 

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer to one or more, of the 

member firms of Ernst & Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate 

legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK company limited by 

guarantee, does not provide services to clients. Information about how EY 

collects and uses personal data and a description of the rights individuals 

have under data protection legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY 

member firms do not practice law where prohibited by local laws. For more 

information about our organization, please visit ey.com.  
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This material has been prepared for general informational purposes only 
and is not intended to be relied upon as accounting, tax, legal or other 
professional advice. Please refer to your advisors for specific advice. 
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