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LSH – latest measures, trends and insights

▪ Biotech act

▪ The proposed Biotech Act aims to strengthen Europe’s biotechnology potential by improving funding options, 
supporting bio-manufacturing, and easing the path from laboratory research to market. It will simplify regulations, 
accelerate clinical trial authorisations, establish single regulatory pathways for complex products, and ultimately 
support the development of innovative therapies and a strong European biotech industry.

▪ Safe Hearts Plan 

▪ Cardiovascular diseases cause 1.7 million deaths annually in the EU, cost €282 billion, and are projected to rise by 
90% by 2050. The Safe Hearts Plan introduces the first comprehensive EU strategy with targeted measures to 
improve prevention, detection and treatment, leveraging personalised tools, digital and AI solutions, reducing health 
inequalities, and supporting Member States through national plans, dashboards and an AI Incubator. 

▪ Medical devices

▪ The EU medical devices sector employs nearly one million people, is worth €170 billion, and faces high costs, 
bottlenecks and delays under current rules. The proposed reforms simplify regulations, strengthen the EMA’s role, 
speed up access to safe devices and deliver €3.3 billion in yearly savings. 

▪ EY Firepower report: life sciences dealmaking – trends in 2026

▪ Life sciences dealmaking firepower and M&A growth strategy. Learn how life sciences organizations can accelerate 
dealmaking strategies to succeed.
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_3077
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_3077
https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/cardiovascular-health_en
https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/cardiovascular-health_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_3077
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_3077
https://www.ey.com/en_gl/firepower-report
https://www.ey.com/en_gl/firepower-report
https://www.ey.com/en_gl/firepower-report
https://www.ey.com/en_gl/firepower-report


Funding roadmap 2026 – Opportunity selection 
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Q1 ‘26 Q2 Q3 Q4

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

EIC Pathfinder

EIC Transition 

EIC Accelerator   

EIC STEP

Horizon Europe: Health

Eurostars October

Innovative Health Initiative

Eurostars March

WBSO

Innovatiekrediet



Relevant grants and incentives in 2026
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Programs – Life 
science and 
biotech*

Description Consortium? Estimated 
grant range

TRL level Funding 
rate

Deadline

EIC Pathfinder European innovation program that funds early-stage, high-risk research to develop 
breakthrough technologies with transformative potential

Yes Max. €4m 1-3 100% 12 May 2026

EIC Transition European innovation program that supports the maturation and commercialization of 
breakthrough technologies developed in earlier research projects, bridging the gap between 
lab results and market-ready innovations

Yes/No Max. €2.5m 4-5 100%
16 September 

2026 

EIC Accelerator European innovation program that provides funding and support for SMEs and startups to 
scale up and bring high-impact, market-ready innovations to global markets Yes/No

Max. €2.5m + 
€1-10m 
equity

6-8 Max. 70%
6 deadlines 
throughout 

the year

EIC STEP New initiative under the European Innovation Council designed to help deep-tech companies 
scale up internationally by providing large-scale investment (10-30M) and strategic support 
for growth beyond the EU market

No €10 – 30m 
equity

8-9 Investment
4 deadlines 
throughout 

the year

Horizon Europe –
Health

Funding program under Horizon Europe that supports research and innovation to improve 
health and well-being, strengthen healthcare systems, and tackle major health challenges 
across Europe

Yes
€6 – 8m 3-9

Max. 
70/100%

16 April 2026

Eurostars European funding program that supports innovative SMEs and their partners in collaborative 
international R&D projects aimed at developing new products, processes, or services for 
market introduction

Yes
€500k 4-6 Max. 50%

19 March 
2026 and 

October 2026

Innovative Health 
Initiative 

European public-private partnership that funds collaborative research projects to accelerate 
the development of innovative healthcare solutions, integrating pharmaceuticals, biotech, 
medical technology, and digital health

Yes
€5 – 15m 5-8 55% 21 April 2026

WBSO 
Dutch fiscal scheme offering tax benefits for companies conducting R&D activities in 
innovative technologies and processes 

No Project 
specific

1-8 Max. 50% of 
eligible costs

Year-round

Innovatiekrediet Dutch government loan program that provides risk-bearing financing for innovative 
development projects with high technical and commercial potential, helping companies bridge 
the gap between R&D and market introduction

No €5m-€10m 3-8 Max. 70%-
100%

31 December 
2026

*Not all funding details for 2026 are officially announced yet, thus expected values based on historical data may be presented.

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-pathfinder_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-transition_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/step-scale_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
https://business.gov.nl/subsidies-and-schemes/eurostars-subsidy-scheme/
https://www.ihi.europa.eu/apply-funding/future-opportunities
https://www.ihi.europa.eu/apply-funding/future-opportunities
https://business.gov.nl/subsidies-and-schemes/wbso/
https://business.gov.nl/subsidies-and-schemes/innovation-credit-scheme/
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EY  |  Building a better working world

EY is building a better working world by creating 
new value for clients, people, society and the 
planet, while building trust in capital markets.

Enabled by data, AI and advanced technology, 
EY teams help clients shape the future with 
confidence and develop answers for the most 
pressing issues of today and tomorrow. 

EY teams work across a full spectrum of 
services in assurance, consulting, tax, strategy 
and transactions. Fueled by sector insights, 
a globally connected, multidisciplinary network 
and diverse ecosystem partners, EY teams can 
provide services in more than 150 countries 
and territories.

All in to shape the future with confidence. 
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